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Documents Required   The original passport is required to clear air shipments, so the shipper should be in Cambodia when the air 
shipment arrives. For sea shipments, Cambodia customs will accept only a copy of the passport for 
clearance. 

 Packing inventory  
 

Household Goods and 
Personal Effects 

 A foreigner may import used household goods and personal effects into Cambodia duty-free under the 
following conditions:  
 Shipper has diplomatic status or works for an NGO  
 Shipper then obtains a letter from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs verifying this and requesting customs 

to permit duty free import  
 

 All other foreigners may import household goods and personal effects into Cambodia, but they will be 
subject to duty. The duty amount varies and is often subject to negotiation with the customs inspectors. 
There is also a facility to pay "import permit fees" in lieu of duty, which is also subject to negotiation. The 
destination agent will work with the shipper and his company to minimize any duty liability or the "import 
permit fee" with the customs department.  
 

 Cambodian nationals who are returning from abroad to take up residence in Cambodia are also entitled to 
duty-free import of used personal effects  

 

Vehicles  A foreigner may import a motor vehicle into Cambodia duty free if he or she has diplomatic status or is 
employed by an NGO. The process for duty free import is long and tedious, so there will likely be port 
storage of at least one month, the cost of which is approximately $400. 
 

 All other foreigners and Cambodian nationals may import a motor vehicle into Cambodia, but it will be 
subject to duty. The duty is based on the type, age and engine size of the vehicle. The clearance process 
for dutiable import takes approximately one or two weeks. 

 
 A returning Cambodian national may import a motor vehicle into Cambodia, but it will be subject to duty. 

The parameter outlined in the previous paragraph will also apply. 
 
 All autos must be left-hand drive. 
 

Pets Most pets, including dogs, cats and birds can be brought into Cambodia with no quarantine period required.  
 
The documents necessary at the time of import are: 

 a current health certificate (not more than 7 days old) and  
 a current vaccination card  

 

Prohibited Items  Firearms, ammunition and weapons   
 Narcotics  
 Pornographic material  
 Food 
 Alcohol 
 Medicine 
 Toy guns 
 Short wave radios 
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